ADOPTED – JANUARY 27, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 19

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR BROADBAND CAPACITY BUILDING WORK IN INGHAM COUNTY AND IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TRI-COUNTY AREA AGENCIES
RESOLUTION #26 – 020

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approved Resolution #21-601 establishing the Ingham County Broadband Task Force to explore countywide broadband services and to explore funding and partnership opportunities that will result in countywide broadband opportunity; and

WHEREAS, digital services are a growing concern in Ingham County and the greater tri-county area (Ingham, Clinton, and Eaton County) because broadband infrastructure only works if the people for whom it exists are able to access it; and

WHEREAS, in March of 2025, Ingham County was granted the Michigan Inclusive Training, Technology, and Equity Network (MITTEN) grant on behalf of all of Region 7 of Michigan (Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham counties); and

WHEREAS, in May 9, 2025, the State of Michigan was issued a Stop Work Order by the federal government, effective immediately, to suspend the grant and cease grant activities; and
WHEREAS, while the status of these grant funds remains unknown, Ingham County and Region 7 as a whole remains with a gap in digital services needed for residents that support workforce development, telehealth services, educational avenues, and community-level trust and partnership in the wake of the quickly expanding Artificial Intelligence (AI) bubble; and
WHEREAS, in order to ensure that Ingham County and Region 7 residents are not left even further behind as technology continues to advance at an ever-quickening pace and digital literacy and competency becomes increasingly crucial to everyday life, a coalition and partnership of local government, educational institutions, nonprofit organizations, and private sector organizations is necessary; and
WHEREAS, in order to grow this coalition, time and funding must be made available to support efforts, including a dedicated position and dedicated funding to convene and execute the plans, ideas, and efforts of the coalition; and
WHEREAS, Ingham County is committed to improving the quality of life for Ingham County residents and working to ensure that every person is treated with respect and dignity, which digital skills services and partnership across the tri-county area will support.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the attached letter of support committing Ingham County to building capacity in pursuit of a coalition that includes government institutions, educational institutions, nonprofit organizations, and private sector organizations to ensure digital literacy and support services for Ingham County and Region 7 residents.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County supports establishing a Broadband & Digital Skills Coordinator position to support these efforts, provided adequate funding is available.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents consistent with this resolution after review and approval as to form by the County Attorney.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Lawrence, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville, Ruest
          Nays:  None     


Absent:  None     
 
Approved 01/20/26 
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent: None     
 Approved 01/21/26
[BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS LETTERHEAD]

January 27, 2026

Capital Region Community Foundation

Attn: Board of Trustees

c/o: Cindy E. Hales

330 Marshall Street, Suite 300

Lansing, MI 48912

Re: 
Letter of Support for Broadband Services and Coalition-Building in the Tri-County Area

Dear Capital Region Community Foundation Board of Trustees:

This letter is to express the Ingham County Board of Commissioner’s support and commitment to pursuing and building capacity in Ingham County and the tri-county area for broadband digital services, including coalition building and support to promote cooperation and collaboration for residents across multiple sectors. Ingham County works to inspire pride among its residents and create opportunities for every person to realize their potential through example, which is enabled by robust digital skills work that help develop the workforce, promote cybersecurity, educates residents on research and provides other educational resources, enables telehealth services, and much, much more. 

Ingham County has already begun some of this work through the previous Michigan Inclusive Technology, Training, and Equity Network (MITTEN) grant and is committed to continuing this work in collaboration with tri-county area government and educational institutions, nonprofit organizations, and private sector organizations to prepare and encourage residents in the Digital Age.

Sincerely,

Chairperson Ryan Sebolt

Ingham County Board of Commissioners

